
Tampa First Seventh-day Adventist Church 

Wedding Policy 
 

 

 

 

The Tampa First Seventh-day Adventist Church is pleased to provide its facilities for your wedding and 

we join your family and friends in the celebration of this happy occasion. 

 

A Christian marriage ceremony is as sacred in its sphere as baptism and communion are in theirs. A 

church wedding then should be planned as a SACRED experience. It is a time for reconsecration to 

Christ. In order that your wedding may be all that you desire it to be, please read and follow the 

following policy carefully. 

 

 

General Considerations  
 

The dates and times for your wedding and rehearsal must be approved and confirmed through the 

church office. Saturday weddings are not encouraged because of the undesirability of having to 

rehearse, decorate or clean up on the Sabbath. Since the wedding, though, is a sacred service, it in itself 

is certainly proper on the Sabbath. Very small weddings requiring little preparation or Saturday evening 

weddings at the close of the Sabbath will be considered on a case by case basis. 

 

The Wedding Application and deposit must be submitted to the church office in order to reserve the 

date and time for your event. 

 

After the application is received, our Church Representative will contact you to set up an appointment 

to meet you at the church and discuss this policy, your wedding plans, and to answer any questions you 

may have. He/she will attend the rehearsal, the wedding, and the reception to assist and supervice. 

 

It is required that every couple preparing for marriage at Tampa First Seventh-day Adventist Church 

have premarital counseling before the wedding. (If you desire one of our pastoral staff to perform the 

ceremony, you need to contact him/her at least six (6) months before the wedding date to set up a 

program of premarital counseling. Under special circumstances the six months will be waived; however 

premarital counseling will still be required). 

 

Tampa First Seventh-day Adventist Church is available to all who desire a religious wedding ceremony 

whether they are members of this congregation, another Seventh-day Advenist Church, or another 

denomination. However, when a couple with different religious beliefs from each other requests the use 

of our facility, (example: a Baptist marrying a Catholic) our general policy is to deny such requests; 

however exceptions are made by the pastoral staff on a case by case basis. 
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Facilities 
 

 

All Areas 
 

Under no circumstances should any furniture or equipment of the church be removed from the building. 

 

The building and furniture must not be marred by the use of thumb tacks or nails. Florist tape is to be 

used as marking material for the carpet and pews.  

 

Smoking is not permitted on the premises or within the buildings. 

 

The church must be left in a neat and orderly condition. Please be certain that all decorations, clothing 

and other articles are removed from the church within twenty-four hours. If the church is rented on 

Sunday, everything must be removed by noon on Monday so that our janitors will be able to complete 

their work. 

 

Special care must be exercised when decorating with flowers, plants and candles to ensure that the 

carpet and furniture are protected from damage. Only votive or dripless candles (in metal sleeves) may 

be used. 

 

Only small bird seed may be thrown outside the buildings as the bride and groom depart. 

 

Thermostates are to be controlled only by the Church Representative. 

 

Sanctuary 
 

It is expected that all who use this church will respect it as the House of God and will observe 

appropriate standards of conduct. 

 

The wedding party must refrain from loud talking and laughing and behaviour that is crude or 

suggestive. 

 

The sanctuary seats about 550. The balcony about 100. 

 

Music must be conducive to a sacred atmosphere. Secular songs may be used in the Community 

Fellowship Hall but are not appropriate in the Sanctuary. 

 

The only furniture that may be moved is the pulpit and the pulpit benches and chairs. The moving of 

the furnture must be supervised by the Church Representative to avoid damage to the carpet or the 

furniture. 

 

Flower petals and decorations are to be removed after the ceremony. 
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Dressing Rooms 
 

Bride & Attendants are to use Cradle Room 2 

 

Groom & Attendants are to use the Chapel 

 

 

Community Fellowship Hall 
 

Hall seats about 320 at banquet tables. 

 

The Church Representative will make sure that all the required tables and chairs are set out. However, 

this information will be needed by the Church Representative at least one month prior to the wedding 

reception. The actual placing of tables and chairs, as well as the decorations are the responsibility of the 

wedding party working with the Church Representative. 

 

Audio is available in the Community Fellowship Hall but arrangements must be made with the Church 

Representative at least one month in advance. 

 

Please leave these facilities clean. Failure to do so may forfeit your security deposit. 

 

You must furnish your own room decorations, tableware and table coverings 

 

All food and drink is restricted to the Commnity Fellowship Hall and Kitchen.  

Alcholic beverages may not be served or consumed on the premises 

 

No dancing is premitted. 

 

 


